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Artists in Residence Project Receives £10,000

Mole Valley District Council has recently been awarded £10,000 from Arts Council England for an Artists in Residence project. The project will allow four Dorking artists to create and display new work in a vacant shop at the Arts Alive festival in October. 

The project will give Dorking the chance to build a reputation for showcasing world-class art. 
The artists Ackroyd & Harvey, Anne Brodie and Amanda Loomes have together received many international awards and prizes. They have lived in Dorking for over a hundred years collectively. However they have never exhibited together in their hometown. The project will challenge them to make a new body of work in response to Dorking. They will also give a series of talks about the exhibition. 

Councillor Chris Hunt, Portfolio Holder for Partnerships, said: “This is great news for Dorking. I would like to thank Arts Council England for their support. This project will bring world-class contemporary art into the heart of our community. It is a great idea to make use of an unused building. Empty buildings are eyesores. They can be magnets for crime too. This project will bring new life into town. It will also bring cultural activity. I hope it will enlighten both local communities and visitors who wouldn’t normally link Dorking with world-class art.”
The work will be displayed in a vacant shop in St Martins Walk shopping centre. 

The Links Community Partnership will collaborate with the Council and the artists on the project. Jonathan Parsons from the South East Artists’ Resource Centre is also involved. 
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Notes to editors
Mole Valley Arts Alive Festival

Arts Alive was established in 1996 and has grown to become the largest annual community arts festival in the Mole Valley district. The festival has developed significantly over the years to include all art forms. Events take place throughout October. For more information visit www.arts-alive.co.uk.

The Links Community Partnership 

The Links Partnership is the community partnership of Chart Down's, Goodwyn's, Rough Rew & North Holmwood. Links was formed so that one partnership could work to support, initiate and deliver community development in the area. Visit http://www.molevalley.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=7212 for more information.
South East Artists’ Resource Centre
ARC is an organisation that supports artists practicing in the South East. Visit http://www.aspex.org.uk/arc.htm for more information. 
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